
It’s been four years since I sent Arlaina into Tothkubad. Another failure. Three women thrown into 
the meat grinder. Twenty years of my life. Wasted. 
 
 
The nature of knowledge is a complex and multifaceted concept that has been explored by 
philosophers, scientists, and thinkers throughout history. At its most basic level, knowledge can be 
defined as information that has been acquired and verified through experience or study. 
 
One of the most fundamental aspects of knowledge is its dynamic and constantly evolving nature. As 
new information becomes available and existing knowledge is challenged or refined, our understanding 
of the world around us changes and evolves. This process of learning and discovery is what drives 
human progress and innovation. 
 
Another important aspect of knowledge is its relationship to truth. While knowledge can be seen as 
a collection of facts or information, it is also subject to interpretation and bias. Our understanding of 
the world is influenced by our individual perspectives and experiences, and what we consider to be 
true or valid may differ from others. 
 
Additionally, knowledge is often categorized into different domains or areas of expertise. For 
example, scientific knowledge may be distinct from philosophical knowledge or cultural knowledge. 
Each of these domains has its own methods and standards for acquiring and validating knowledge, 
and they may not always be compatible or interchangeable. 
 
Overall, the nature of knowledge is a rich and complex subject that continues to be explored and 
debated by scholars and thinkers. As our understanding of the world and our place within it 
continues to evolve, so too will our understanding of what constitutes knowledge and how it is 
acquired and validated. 
 
 
I discovered another candidate today in a lesser suburb of the Merchant’s Quarter, a thirty minute 
walk north of the White Castle. Her mother recently burned alive in a house fire that apparently 
she herself started. Now her father is giving her up because she hears the voices like her mother 
did and couldn’t bear to bear that burden a second time. 
 
She will by fourth project. My fourth attempt. I wonder if this one will be successful. 
 
 
Yes, knowledge can be lost. Knowledge is not a fixed or static entity, but rather a dynamic and 
evolving one. It can be forgotten, distorted, or replaced by new information. There are many reasons 
why knowledge might be lost. For example: 
 
Lack of use: If knowledge is not used or applied for a long time, it can fade from memory and 
eventually be forgotten. 
 
Inadequate preservation: If knowledge is not properly documented or stored, it can be lost due to 
natural disasters, war, or other catastrophes. 
 



Cultural or societal changes: Changes in values, beliefs, or language can cause knowledge to become 
obsolete or irrelevant. 
 
Suppression or destruction: Knowledge can be intentionally suppressed or destroyed by those who 
seek to control or limit access to information. 
 
Technological advancements: New technologies can replace old knowledge, rendering it obsolete or 
irrelevant. 
 
In some cases, lost knowledge can be recovered through research, documentation, or other means. 
However, in other cases, lost knowledge may be gone forever. The loss of knowledge can have 
significant consequences, as it can limit our ability to understand the world around us and make 
informed decisions. 
 
 
Ravenna is different. Where all of my candidates express an ability to see past the Three Mysteries 
to tap into the arcane forces of reality, she seems to blur the boundaries even further, 
differentiating not at all among the realms. Her ability to dip among the Mysteries comes as easy 
as choosing between a fork and a spoon at suppertime. 
 
 
When knowledge is lost, it can have several consequences. The loss of knowledge can limit our ability 
to understand the world around us and make informed decisions.  
 
Cultural heritage is lost: Knowledge can be an important part of cultural heritage. When knowledge 
is lost, cultural traditions, practices, and beliefs can disappear or be altered, and this can have a 
profound impact on a society's sense of identity and continuity. 
 
Scientific progress slows down: Scientific knowledge is constantly evolving, and new discoveries are 
built on the foundation of existing knowledge. When knowledge is lost, scientific progress can slow 
down or even come to a halt. 
 
Human safety is compromised: Some types of knowledge are crucial for ensuring human safety and 
well-being. For example, knowledge about how to build earthquake-resistant buildings or how to 
treat infectious diseases can save lives. When this knowledge is lost, people can be put at risk. 
 
Overall, the loss of knowledge can have far-reaching consequences. Therefore, it is important to 
document, preserve, and transmit knowledge from one generation to the next to ensure that it is 
not lost. 
 
 
It can be difficult to determine if knowledge is lost, as this often occurs gradually over time.  
 
Lack of interest: If people are not interested in a particular topic or area of knowledge, it may be 
overlooked or forgotten. 
 
Limited access: If knowledge is not easily accessible or widely available, it may become lost over time. 



 
Changes in language or terminology: If the language or terminology used to describe a particular 
area of knowledge changes, it can be difficult for future generations to understand or access that 
knowledge. 
 
Absence of documentation: If knowledge is not documented or recorded in some way, it can be lost if 
those who possess it die or move away. 
 
Failure to pass on knowledge: If knowledge is not passed down from one generation to the next, it 
can be lost over time. 
 
Obsolescence: If knowledge becomes outdated or irrelevant due to changes in technology, social 
norms, or other factors, it may be lost. 
 
To prevent the loss of knowledge, it is important to document and preserve it in various forms, such 
as books, videos, audio recordings, or digital archives. It is also important to actively transmit 
knowledge to future generations through education and training programs, apprenticeships, and 
other means of knowledge transfer. 
 
 
She brought a boy to the tower today. From Opal. Ah, me. Was I ever that young? He is on the one 
hand fierce and proud and on the other as fragile and brittle as an icicle. Desperately trying not to 
show it. 
 
He is apparently training under the Rangers from Opal and came across her on one of her walks to 
the road. Part of me wants to warn him off as she may end up as my other candidates, but I think 
she deserves to be happy. At least for a little while more. 
 
 
The term "stagnation of the human condition" generally refers to a state where human progress in 
various areas such as technology, social structures, and intellectual development slows down or comes 
to a halt. Stagnation can occur for various reasons, such as economic, political, or cultural factors. 
 
Stagnation of the human condition can have significant negative consequences. It can lead to a lack 
of innovation and progress, a decrease in overall well-being, and a sense of hopelessness or 
resignation among individuals and societies. 
 
However, it is important to note that human progress is not a linear process, and there are often 
periods of both progress and stagnation throughout history. For example, the founding of the 
Empire was a period of great intellectual and artistic development in the south, while the middle 
kingdoms experienced a period of relative stagnation.  
 
To prevent stagnation, it is important to foster a culture of innovation and creativity, to invest in 
education and research, and to promote diversity and collaboration. By doing so, we can continue to 
make progress in various areas of human endeavor, and ensure that the human condition continues 
to improve over time. 
 



 
I think this summer I will begin teaching Ravenna the languages. I have encouraged her to roam 
the forests alone and she has progressed well in her resourcefulness. Iruaric for arcane spells, 
Tecrübe for knowledge and lore, and Primordial so she may understand the voices in her head.  
 
I think she is ready to know why I have looked after her all these years. I think she is ready to 
pick up Faylinn’s legacy. Though, like the others, she will whether she wishes to or not. 
 
 


